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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 471 

PREHISTORIC ARCH/EOLOGY. 

Archeologie prehistorique, par Le Baron J. de Baye. Avec 
51 figures intercalees dans le texte (Bibliotheque scientifique con- 
temporaine). 18mo, pp. 337. Paris, 1888, J. B. Bailliere et Fils. 

The writer's object is to give a succinct and faithful statement of the 
present state of prehistoric archaeology. He begins by showing how sadly 
its reputation has suffered at the hands of zealous but poorly-equipped and 
unscientific scholars, hastening to bend facts to their preconceptions; also, 
that its classifications have been inexact, some being based on palaeontology, 
some on anthropology, some on geology ; the result being a hybrid pseudo- 
science, without unity or rational basis. Hence it has been falling into 
disrepute among serious students of archaeology and history. 

Discarding " tertiary " man, M. de Baye starts with the quaternary period, 
for which he uses the term paleolithic, and pronounces himself in favor of 
attributing certain burial-places to this period, including some pottery as 
well as rock-sculptures. For the following period he uses the term neolithic 
rather than age of polished stone; the period when artificial caves were made, 
lake-dwellings and covered alleys ; when animals were domesticated, instru- 
ments made of other stones besides silex, industries were developed, and 
culture reached a higher plane either by development or by the incoming 
of a higher race. The writer finds in this period three " expressions " or 
phases: (1) the artificial caves; (2) the lake-cities; (3) the megalithic 
monuments — each of which he takes up in detail. As M. de Baye's studies 
have been confined almost entirely to his native land, we are not surprised 
to find special chapters on the stations of the Marne and on the caves of the 
Champagne. Occasionally, M. de Baye shows his wider knowledge by 
references to important Scandinavian, North-German, or Italian monu- 
ments. There is an interesting chapter on prehistoric trepanning, and one 
on anthropological data. The rest of the volume is taken up with studies 
on arrow-heads, on hatchets, on instruments found in the grottos, on orna- 
ments, and on keramics. 

However one may differ from the writer on some of his conclusions, his 
long practical experience and discoveries, his keenness of observation, and 
his faculty for classification, make his book alike interesting to the uniniti- 
ated seeking for a clear and simple exposition of the subject, and to the 
specialist who wishes a good statement of the acquired facts of prehistoric 
archaeology. 

A. L. F., Jr. 



